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NEW DOCUMENTARY DETAILS LIFE OF 
EASTERN MONTANA PIONEER WOMAN
MISSOULA —
Montana PBS station KUFM-TV will premier a documentary film about an 
extraordinary eastern Montana pioneer woman on Wednesday, Nov. 16. “Evelyn Cameron: 
Pictures From a Worthy Life” will air at 7 p.m. and then repeat at 8 p.m.
Cameron left behind an unrivaled legacy — thousands of photographic images and 35 
years of diaries that detailed life in eastern Montana at the turn of the 20th century. From 1894 
to 1928 she photographed the changing face of Montana — horse and cattle drives, sheep 
herding, the wool trade, the railroad and the arrival of homesteaders.
To take her pictures, Cameron often rode horseback for 50 miles or more and 
frequently climbed precipitous mountains with her heavy camera equipment strapped to her 
back. She loved Montana and flourished here, taking on the hard work of running a ranch, 
keeping a market garden and photographing the wildlife and immigrants alike.
Her photography turned into a business that rescued the family finances, allowing 
Evelyn and her husband to remain on the Eve Ranch near Terry.
Produced in high definition digital video, the documentary juxtaposes the stark and
-more-
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majestic eastern Montana landscape with Cameron’s stunning photographic images. The story 
of the film comes from Evelyn’s diaries, which describe her daily life in the Montana 
badlands.
KUFM producer John Twigg said, “It was a treasure trove of source material to work 
with, both visual and written. While the source material is rare, I think we learned that Evelyn 
Cameron represented a lot of women on the prairie at that time — women who embraced the 
hard work and sacrifice of frontier life and reveled in the accomplishment of succeeding under 
difficult circumstances. Evelyn Cameron found a sense of peace in how she lived her life, and 
that makes this a timeless story that should be told again and again.”
The film was written, directed, filmed and produced by Twiggs, with support from 
executive producer William Marcus of Montana PBS. Donna Lucey, author of “Photographing 
Montana 1894-1928, The Life and Work of Evelyn Cameron,” was a documentary consultant. 
Funding came from Travel Montana, Montana’s Cultural Trust, the Greater Montana 
Foundation, the Montana Committee for the Humanities, UM and the Friends of Montana 
PBS.
m
NOTE: Print-quality photos of Evelyn Cameron are available online at
http: / /www. montanapbs. org/Evely nCameronPicturesfromaW orthy Life/pressroom/.
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